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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 


I. INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 


To the Commissioner for Patents: 

This paper is responsive to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment mailed by the 
Patent Office on December 01, 2006. Because this amendment is not an after-final amendment 
(i.e., the present application is not under final rejection), this reply is timely filed within the 30- 
day reply period set in the Notice of Non-Comphant Amendment. This paper replaces the 
Amendment and Response filed on November 15, 2006, which was responsive to the Office 
Communication mailed on September 18, 2006. Because the Office Communication mailed on 
September 18, 2006 set a one-month shortened statutory reply, and this paper is being submitted 
electronically on December 20, 2006, a Petition for a Three-Month Extension of Time is 
included herewith. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any and all required fees 
associated with this Response to Deposit Account No. 50-1059 (McNees, Wallace & Nurick 
LLC). Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this Response and the Remarks begin on 
page 9. Consideration and reconsideration of the claims presented herein is respectfiiUy 
requested. 
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